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MUNDOTÊXTIL 
SUMMER PARTY
Traditional games, raffles and prizes, 
music, fun and the amazing Toy. This was 
Mundotêxtil’s Summer Party, which was 
intended to be, above all, a meeting and 
socializing point for colleagues and work 
friends.

On the day of July 17th, the doors of 
Casa do Park in Vizela were opened to 
all Mundotêxtil employees who wished 
to celebrate another year of work, in a 
relaxed atmosphere where there was no 
lack of liveliness. After 2 unusual years, in 
which the Mundotêxtil family could not get 
together, those responsible for organizing 
the event admitted “we really wanted to 
throw a party that would bring us joy and 
that would stay in everyone’s minds”.
Not even the heat that was felt all throu-
ghout the day manage to dampen the de-
sire to participate in all the activities that 
were prepared and set up for everyone. 
The teams were chosen randomly, there-
fore bringing together people who did not 
cross paths in their daily work lives. Here, 
they had to work on interpersonal rela-
tionships and, together, achieve success 
utilizing the most important element: 
teamwork. The games designed were all 
based on traditional games – foosball; 
target shooting and duck shooting; the 
know-it-all where several puzzles encou-
raged participants to think together; ring 
throwing; fishing, among others. There was 
no lack of enthusiasm, but in the end there 
was only one winning team, number 14.
There was also a raffle for a shopping vou-
cher worth €500, a much coveted prize 
that, ironically, went to Mr. José Manuel 
Faria, who had promptly offered to take 
a number out of the bag. It is a case to 
say that he does not leave his luck in the 
hands of others.
It was at that moment, that Mr. José 
Pinheiro, chairman of Mundotêxtil, gave 
his speech about the significance of the 
effort and dedication of each one of those 
present in building the future of the com-
pany - that it is only when you really strive 

for something, just like Mr. José Manuel 
Faria, that goals can be achieved. Mr José 
Pinheiro also proclaimed that Mundotêxtil 
wants to grow larger and better, but for 
that, everyone there had to make use of 
the lessons they had learned over the 
years, which requires the wisdom and 
collaboration from everyone to overco-
me the challenges and obstacles that will 
exist. There was also time for a few words 
of thanking everyone’s participation in 
that party, which rung differently, as we 
now realized the importance of sticking 
together.
The highlight of the day was when the 
great Toy “jumped” onto the stage and 
joined all the employees, from the young 
to the old, with his best dance moves. Toy 
was warmly received and greatly applau-
ded and cherished by the Mundotêxtil 
audience, in fact, the importance of this 
moment was easily understood by looking 
at the number of publications and shares 
on social media. The excitement was at 
its peak, but at the end of the day, what 
was heard was that this had been a great 
opportunity to see, and in some cases 
get to know, the faces of those who bring 
to life various Mundotêxtil activities and 
projects daily.
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HEIMTEXTIL 
SUMMER 
SPECIAL
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After a two-year void without Heimtextil in 
a face-to-face format, a special Heimtextil 
was held from June 21st to 24th, together 
with Techtextil and Texprocess, dubbed 
the Summer Special. And if, at first, the 
timing for a textile fair seemed complete-
ly inadequate, since the collections and 
production plans were already closed, the 
22 Portuguese companies that were in 
Frankfurt felt that the quality of this event 
had not changed.
For Mundotêxtil, this comeback meant a 
new beginning for normality and contact 
with customers. And it took this opportuni-
ty to strengthen the industry and show its 
capacity for innovation, where the biggest 
bets that Mundotêxtil took to Summer 
Special were recycled materials and new 
fibers with reduced environmental impact 
as an alternative to cotton.
One of the innovations that Mundotêxtil 
brought to Frankfurt is a traceability te-
chnology incorporated in the raw material 
that allows to know the entire path taken 
by the article until it reaches the shelf.
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In order to manifest the sense of joy and 
liberation we all long for, Mundotêxtil 
designed the REVIVAL collection, with 
vibrant colors and striking patterns. This 
collection consists of 6 lines:

NEW ERA

UNEXPECTED
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FAR AWAY ADVENTURE READY
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EARTHEN WASTE REVIVAL
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AGOSTINHO 
FERREIRA

15 16Part Of Me

WEB BINDER | WEAVING
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We chatted with Agostinho Ferreira, who 
has been with Mundotêxtil for 42 years 
and works in weaving as a web binder. 
Born in Vizela/Infias, 55 years ago, he is 
married and is the father of a 30-year-old 
boy. A practitioner of cycling, but not a 
competitior, he likes to go at his own pace, 
for leisure and because it makes him feel 
good. He prefers spoken words to written 
ones, and such when his shift is over, he 
goes home and turns on the television to 
the program “Sociedade Cívil”, where he 
gets familiarized with all the topics that are 
relevant to the day-to-day of the common 
citizen.
He didn’t have an easy childhood. Despite 
being a good student, his father took him 
out of school and put him to work loading 
and unloading for a construction company 
in order to help with household expenses. 
He was only 10 years old and the work was 
hard - he even carried 50 kg bags which 
weighed more than he did. One day he 
had an accident as one of those bags burst 
and burned. It was on that day that his 
mother asked Mr. Domingos Vaz Pinheiro 
for his son to work at Sotorce (the parent 
company of Grupo Mundotêxtil). He star-
ted working there at the age of 13 and sees 
in Mr. Domingos Pinheiro, a father who 
taught him perfection, rigor and discipline 
and who, like a father, also reprimanded 
him. Perhaps because he grew up like that, 
today Agostinho Ferreira wants to be the 
best at what he does “like Ronaldo”. He 
calls himself a perfectionist, with not only 
himself, but also with others and doesn’t 
understand those who don’t have that 
professional pride.
When he started at the age of 13, he did 
everything, from sweeping the factory 
floor, learning shin guards and then looms, 

today in a weaving factory he knows how 
to do everything, the result of many extra 
hours he was forced to do in order to learn 
from the most experienced. Therefore, he 
advises the youngest to learn from those 
with experience, to desire to go further, 
just as he did. Today he is a web binder 
and loves his work at Mundotêxtil. He 
says that the saddest day of his life will be 
when he stops working and Mundotêxtil 
his gone from his life. His co-workers are 

his friends and he is afraid when day comes 
when he is “too old” to work. Agostinho 
even ended up quoting Confucius (Chinese 
thinker and philosopher) with the phrase “do 
what you like and you won’t have to work a 
day in your life” and says that is the case for 
him, that work is not painful. The truth is that 
when we do something we enjoy, even if it 
takes time, effort and dedication, we don’t 
see it as unpleasant. He even took the reins 
of the interview and asked us if we knew whi-
ch was the best company out there and for 

“He sees in 
Mr. Domingos 
Pinheiro, a father 
who taught him 
perfection, rigor 
and discipline.”

him the answer is unequivocal – Mundotêx-
til. He often thinks he has brilliant ideas, 
but Mundotêxtil’s management always 
goes one step further and has already 
had the same idea. Innovation has been 
the watchword in Mundotêxtil’s strategy, 
which seeks to understand the needs of its 
customers and market trends and invest 
in technologically advanced means of 
production to respond to market demands.
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When we asked him if there was anything 
bad about Mundotêxtil, he responded with 
“nothing”, but he identified two points for 
improvement:

- Find equipment that would help 
employees who take the work off the 
machines and load more than 30 tons 
every week. He fears that in the future, 
this physical effort will be reflected in 
their health. This task needs to be fur-
ther mechanized;

- The installation of more photovoltaic 
panels. Although Mundotêxtil currently 
has two independent photovoltaic panel 
parks, with an average active energy 
production of 50 MWh, for Agostinho 
Ferreira, investment in this area should 
be reinforced in order to make Mun-
dotêxtil completely independent. In 
fact, he says that it is no longer just an 
environmental issue, but that the war 
has reinforced this need.

With a cheerful and conversational 
disposition, Agostinho feels good in what 
he does, so no proposal would make him 
change companies, not even if the “car-
rot” was a higher salary. At Mundotêxtil, 
he also doesn’t dream of moving up in his 
career, he leaves that to those who know 
how to lead, which he admits it’s not easy. 
His only dream is to go to Cuba to expe-
rience the feeling that time has stopped 
in the 1950s. And it is not just the old 
American cars driving through the streets 
of Havana that fascinate him, but also the 
way Havana has managed to preserve its 
cultural identity in architecture, music, 
gastronomy and the unique way of life of 
the population.
He likes to converse and if it was up to 

him, he would have stayed there talking to 
us until it was time to go home, so as not 
to lose his “Sociedade Cívil”. There’s in 
him a taste for learning and for knowledge, 
and although his father took him out of 
elementary school in the 4th grade, he has 
already completed his education up to the 
9th grade while he was working and also 
took an English course that the company 
provided for him. He believes that change 
can only be generated from the awareness 
of what is happening in the world around 
us and because it is increasingly complex, 
it is essential to be informed, to know how 
to talk and communicate with others.
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After 2 days of campaigning (May 28th 
and 29th), Food Banks across the country 
collected 1,695 tons of food.
Of the 40,000 volunteers that participa-
ted in the campaign, spread across 1,900 
stores that joined this initiative, 51 of them 
were Mundotêxtil employees.
The creed “feed those who need it 
most”, was launched by Mundotêxtil to 
its employees, within the scope of its 
volunteering program FazParteDe Nós#A-
JUDAR, and a wave of solidarity enroll-
ments promptly “rained down” that made 
it possible to undertake, in both days and 
in all schedules (from 9 am to 9 pm), at 
Pingo Doce in Infias-Vizela, the collection 
of basic food to deliver to families in need. 
There were also volunteers from Mundo-
têxtil who helped in weighing and sorting 
the food at the Warehouse of Food Bank 
Against Hunger in Braga.
When Mundotêxtil created the FazParte-
De Nós#AJUDAR program, as part of its 
Corporate Social Responsibility strategy, it 
did so with the purpose of “helping to fight 
social inequality; to improve the quality of 
life of the most disadvantaged; helping to 
build a healthier society and contributing 
to a better environment” and it is with 
great pride that it is heavily supported by 

Food Bank Against 
Hunger

its employees, who give hours of their time 
off to help those who need it most.
Mundotêxtil knows that small gestures can 
alleviate the great burdens of others and 
it is in this context that it will continue to 
follow its purpose FazParteDeNós#AJU-
DAR.

At the end of the volunteering day, we decided to go out to dinner dressed with the 
Mundotêxtil and FazParteDe Nós#AJUDAR shirts. At the restaurant, they asked us 
why we were dressed that way, we explained that we had been volunteering for the 
Food Bank. In the end, the owner of the restaurant wouldn’t let us pay the bill and 
told us to spend that amount on donations to the Food Bank. We did so, and it was 
with great pride and in a very sensitive way that the next day we went to show the 
owner what we had donated.
Maria Elvira
Inspection

“

“
”

”
I signed up for the experience. I had never volunteered for a program of this 
kind and I was quite surprised by the people’s enthusiastic adherence. It’s an 
experience I’d like to repeat next year.

Daniela Cunha 
Quality Assurance

According to data from the 
Food Bank Against Hun-
ger, despite the significant 
increase in the price of food, 
the amount of food collected 
represents an increase of 72 
tons (+4.4%) compared to 
the previous year’s cam-
paign.
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ENVIRONMENT 
WEEK
Mundotêxtil promotes 
increasingly sustainable 
practices
Similarly to last year, Mundotêxtil once 
again celebrated World Environment 
Week with the purpose of raising aware-
ness of the Mundotêxtil community on 
environmental issues and showing that it 
has worked hard so that, throughout its 
production process, increasingly sustaina-
ble consumption and production paths are 
always promoted.

Water and Electricity
Water is a natural resource of great 
economic, environmental and social value 
and, therefore, must be managed effec-
tively in order to safeguard its existence 
in the future. At Mundotêxtil, water is a 
resource that plays a fundamental role in 
the production process. To reduce water 
consumption, we have implemented a set 
of actions that, through its reuse, allow, on 
the one hand, to improve the efficiency of 
its use and, on the other hand, to reduce 
its consumption.

In 2021, we recorded a 7% reduction in our 
specific consumption (m3/kg) of water
The consumption of electricity is carefully 
monitored by Mundotêxtil, not only due 
to the economic weight it represents, but 
also for the impact it has on the consump-
tion of natural resources.
In 2021, we recorded a 1.5% reduction 
in our specific consumption (kWh/kg) of 
electricity.

COGENERATION
CO2 emissions are known to be the 
biggest contributor to global warming on 
the planet and energy consumption is by 
far the biggest source of human-caused 
greenhouse gas emissions, accounting for 
73% of global emissions.
In order to minimize these negative 
impacts on the environment, Mundotêxtil 
has in its service a cogeneration equipped 
with a natural gas engine, with an electrical 
production capacity of 3.3 MWh and it is 
capable of producing thermal energy to 

feed our dyeing processes, increasing 
the energy efficiency of our production 
system as a whole.
According to the most recent data from 
GDEG (General Directorate of Energy 
and Geology) for the municipality of 
Vizela, the production of our cogenera-
tion represented 22% of the municipali-
ty’s total consumption.

PHOTOVOLTAIC PANELS
Mundotêxtil currently possesses two 
independent photovoltaic panel parks, 
with an average monthly active energy 
production of 50 MWh.
Since the inauguration of the photovol-
taic panels, our plants have already pro-
duced more than 4 GWh of electricity.
Inserted in our sustainability policy, this 
is a measure that allows us to control 
electricity costs and proves to be quite 
effective in controlling operating costs.

RECYCLED FIBERS 
The reduction, reuse and recovery of 
waste generated in our activity are the 
law at Mundotêxtil, resorting to disposal 
only when there is no viable recovery 
solution.
This is the basis of the circular economy, 
in which Mundotêxtil has made subs-
tantial investment. An example of this is 
the TerryPlanet project, which aims to 
develop innovative terry cloths, invol-
ving the use of more sustainable natural 
fibers and the inclusion of fibrous waste; 
or the ambitious #recycledpolyester 
Challenge 2025, which aims to replace 
the use of virgin polyester with recycled 
polyester from 14% to 45% by 2025; 
or even yet the GRS “Global Recycled 
Standard” and RCS “Recycled Claim 

Standard” certifications for terry articles 
made from recycled materials.
In recent years, the demand for sustai-
nably produced products has increased 
substantially. At Mundotêxtil, we have 
made major investments in providing sta-
te-of-the-art production means that allow 
us to keep up with this trend. In 2021, more 
than 27% of our total production incorpo-
rated recycled fibers.

RECICLARTE CONTEST
The concept of “old becomes new” was 
put to the test in a competition that aimed 
to promote and raise awareness of all 
Mundotêxtil employees on the topic of 
recycling and to promote the separation of 
used packaging as a simple gesture and a 
daily habit.
RECICLARTE, was the name given to the 
contest that aimed to stimulate creativi-
ty – “Gather some recycled material and 
create a unique object”. There were 6 
employees who answered the challenge 
that had as it’s only ruling the use of only 
recycled material and the incorporation of 
excess production (made available for this 
purpose), creating a new piece with some 
use.
The winner was Armindo Martins who 
created, with textile waste from the pro-
duction, a foosball table.
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